Road closure

&d

effort flawed,
agency agrees

By MICHAEL JAMISON
ol hedigsodany /L/ov. 2,(¥97
KALISPELL - Threatened with a
lawsuit, the U.S. Forest Service has
backed off a contentious road-closure
decision, admitting officials were breaking
their own rules by leaving culverts behind
when roads were removed.

Late in September, two conservation
groups filed a 60-day notice of intent to
sue, claiming the Flathead National
Forest was jeopardizing several sensitive
species - including grizzly bears and bull
trout — by changing the definition of what
conslitutes a “reclaimed” road.

According to the Friends of the Wild
Swan and the Swan View Coalition,
Flathead forest officials were placing the
critters in peril by ignoring the forest’s
own tule that culverts be removed when
roads are closed and reclaimed.

“We (alked it over with our atiorneys
and we decided I

n
grouEsE were I ﬁhl" said Allan Rowley,
Spo or 1he forest.

The issue, he said, goes back to 1995
and the implementation of Amendment
19, an addition to the Flathead’s “Forest
Plan” that was designed to protect grizzly
bear and fish habitat by restricting road
densities. [n the plan, Amendment 19
specifically states that all stream-bearing
culverts be removed Lo prevent Lhe
possibility of a “blow-out.” A blow-out
occurs when mud and debris clog an
abandoned culvert, causing a large
forliun of the previous roadway to break
oose and spill a mudslide into the creck
below.

Such blow-outs, the conservationists
claimed, would threaten waier quality \
and, in doing so, would impact bul! trout,
a native fish species protected under the
Endangered Species Act. The
conservationists also claimed the existin
culverts would allow the road to remain in
large part intact, despite its official !
closure, thus giving renegade off-road
vehicle users and olhers access to what
was intended to be secure, roadless grizzly
bear habitat.

Existing culverts also would require
monitoting to prevent blow-outs, the
conservationists said, and moniloring
would require encroachment into that
supposedtiy secure habitat,

But the primary problem, the
conservationists said, was that Cathy
Barboletos, supervisor ot the Flathcad
National Forest, had issued new orders
last May that directly conflicted with
Amendment 19. Her orders allowing
culverts to remain behind were, as such,

See CLOSURES, Page B2

on seasonal habitat haunts. not much of a deterrent

Officials are working on a

“stare of the Flathead”
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compared to a full-scale road

obliteration, they said.

Under that plan, land managers
would select the best bear

next summer and

By

v

document, he said. which could

be ready by

Land managers are expected
to*discuss road closure options
at the Northern Continental

habitat during a given season

3
o
T
Qo
g
[z}
EEEEvE 358 3
s« 3 - LR~ o
50828 8% E58-03
o g a¥=9 ceg 288
~—focsbeBLe POxgoU
Ef_:‘._o.:u 2oy S = OO M
i ;Eo_g (-3 - ] "
u.c.-u?o_.,t::u 2ol el
VEZ: B g BELOC 0
NS [ L ] = =
Eﬂogg%ﬁu.oEuE=>
> cgeEd35L532
v - o g > “Uouue
£E.dE_ 388 e =
=4 e & Huth -
ME gL eba oDl
YEVMS oo b=-85E9293 0
CopeE-"VYVOoOgdec=gELoL
T PLE L nEBE0R85% D
ZR~] e, 00082 n
95 EQLEES8gYEaneT
e50e=Eg S e Ua
= g =4
WU Ss2Zgecy FTVERS
‘Vl._. i L}
28§28% Yoy _g3
- t-:qoo -
oS5y F5EE8.E
umuuguo&uﬁ'ﬂwﬁa'g
[ T o . = -
O ¥al = ;ﬂ._l—.uh
a&mg“’:ﬁaﬁ "'E°"’;€
B ESPCTIYELeBIY
TEup eS8 dgEREEELS
e 335 elotZa8s %s
='m Ohgn'"n'gg-o'ogc
B:“U'GGZ'EU;'GHZ‘-E
- Jha npNg =i~ =] — O
=g, E2gEs T CEEE,
= = o e
PO E X CEREe I BOUY
=]
= .29 ge o2u M Oy » &
BB S wOEYPES xR
Ex>8QYHy SUGERE5EN
2282337 WBEL8Sh
v
2 o L w -
LR - I | ,_.C;....&
__,'_EO; _gEmo,.E-é
2288508858 ws
r— - LD
zgefegBiEsgucs
= u @
sBBoBSsuFEESET
Sagc gRTLygsE g
aoEsPBEEE £ 8%
PESESS®REEEY AR
:-.?mﬂu-uﬁa"i;“'ﬁ"ﬁv
T3 PEeespep T by
s a2 a9l S8
o - A =
__.E.ﬂ-gi‘-c;-o?‘iﬂ- 53
S 2SS9 DESSEREVE
A B gZog ISy
=._.mE Bh @ 'BQE.G =]
=>ua [ A 328G 83%

management policies.

) ~
v
$5 S, T&E
esfz B8 33:
wgo3 PSP FEo3
con = = .:ern_g
Zpfgeifs 5558
csPeSTesE $REx
EEE%Q [+ N 2 =9
ok Mo a, =T 0
a__go,ﬁsﬁuc :-'!3’32
- -5 i .
msﬁﬁsﬁieégﬂeﬁﬁ
Uﬂ.n_hﬂ%gn.tzﬂgo'—\‘“ﬁ::'
P3LEosg 23DV ESY
ZE358358e 85 8
(o} S=EMAOE JS2x

being discussed that would focus seasonal gate, for instance, is




